
Additional E-mails Received on Mask Mandate 
 December 14, 2021 

 

From: A Farnsworth <randys.raf@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 3:17:09 PM 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com> 
Subject: Mask mandates  
  
Good Afternoon Brian-  
  
We have heard that the Middlebury Select board will consider instituting a Mask 
Mandate this evening. 
  
The mandating and restrictions continue to feed the division of our community and our 
country.  We need to instill unity and the ability for people to have different beliefs and 
still be able to be a strong community and not shun each other for choices and beliefs.  The 
mask also instill greater fear into many and this is reportedly causing an increase in mental 
health struggles.   
   
We have had many community members, family members and friends test positive for 
COVID and are either asymptomatic or very minor symptoms.  We have heard from others 
that had Covid and the common cold left them feeling worse than the covid 
virus.  Unfortunately, a couple have lost their lives or were seriously ill while having 
covid.  However statistics support that survival rate of covid of approximately 98%.  Where 
if we continue to make people live in fear of this virus we could cause harm to our 
communities mental health and unity. 
  
When does it stop, COVID isn't going away for the next couple of years. We're going to 
have omicron, we are going to have new variants.  
  
Masks should be a personal choice on what is best for the individual.  
  
Thank you for considering another view and the effects mandating masks can have on our 
community. 
  
Thanks, 
Randy and Amy Farnsworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Bonnie Stevens [mailto:bonniestevens16@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 3:20 PM 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com; seeleyhj@gmail.com; firesafe@gmavt.net; 
dbrown9926@gmail.com; lindseyfuentes@gmail.com; Fkhan63@icloud.com; 
bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com 
Cc: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Masks in Middlebury 
 
Hello Select Board, 
 
While I'm not sure of the exact appropriate language, I strongly urge you to mandate the 
wearing of face masks for everyone entering or working in all public spaces and all private 
businesses in Middlebury. 
 
Recently I was in Chittenden County where I found myself very uncomfortable in a store 
in one town where even the sales team members were no longer wearing masks. In the next 
town over, sales personnel wore masks and signs on business doors stated that all people 
entering needed to be masked. 
 
The science is clear - covid is on the rise, two variants in particular are of grave concern, 
activities indoors are increasing with the holidays. We need to be focused on being 
responsible for own health and that of others. Masking helps, whether it's popular or not!   
 
Thank you, 
Bonnie Stevens   
 
 
----------------- 
 
From: Olinick, Judy [mailto:olinick@middlebury.edu]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 4:21 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; 
brian11.carpenter@gmail.com; seeleyhj@gmail.com; firesafe@gmavt.net; 
dbrown9926@gmail.com; Fkhan63@icloud.com; indseyfuentes@gmail.com; 
bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com 
Cc: Olinick, Mike <molinick@middlebury.edu> 
Subject: Discussion of Town of Middlebury Mask Policy 
 
Dear Kathleen and members of the Select Board, 
 
We wish that Governor Scott had accepted the responsibility for issuing a statewide mask 
mandate.  The patchwork of rules that will result from his abdication of this responsibility 
will lead to greater than necessary Covid exposure risk for residents of Middlebury and 
visitors.. 



 
Under the circumstances, we recommend a two-part mask policy for Middlebury.  First, we 
urge the town to mandate the wearing of masks by everyone over a very young age (two or 
three) inside town buildings and facilities and at town-sponsored indoor events.  Anyone 
refusing to wear a mask should be asked to leave or, upon refusing to leave, should be 
denied service or the right to participate in whatever activity is taking place. 
 
We wish that the Select Board would also mandate the wearing of masks inside private 
offices and businesses and at all public events taking place inside (including shopping) but 
we acknowledge that there are problems with enacting a mandate that will be difficult or 
impossible to enforce.  Therefore, in non-town-owned locations or at non-town sponsored 
events, we believe that the Select Board should officially strongly recommend, urge, 
encourage and support a mask requirement to be established, published and enforced by 
business owners, as some already do.  Businesses will have to decide for themselves 
whether to enforce the mask requirement and deny service to visitors who refuse to abide 
by it; but they should have the strongly stated,, official authorization of the town to do 
so.  No one objects to "no shirt, no shoes, no service" announcements. Wearing of shirts 
and shoes is a recognized public health requirement. Surely at this time masks are equally 
important. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael and Judy Olinick 
311 Woodland Park 
Middlebury 
 


